
SILVER STAR VISION PLAN
Stakeholder Meeting

June 15th, 2021



AGENDA

● Introductions
● Overview: Background, context project scope
● What is a vision plan? Why a vision plan here?
● What are key stakeholder issues and concerns?
● Opportunities and challenges discussion
● Next steps
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Silver Star Mountain is located in the SW corner of the Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest. The area around the mountain is designated by the Forest Service as a 
Special Interest Scenic Area that provides protections for unique scenic, geologic, 
botanical and cultural values it holds. We respectfully acknowledge these lands are 
the homelands of Indigenous tribes of the Pacific Northwest. Tribes continue to rely 
on and share in the stewardship of these lands today. 

For the purposes of this planning process we are looking at a slightly larger zone than 
just the designated scenic area since roads and trails connect across the line 
between DNR and Forest Service Managed lands.e lands today.
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This DNR map shows the current trail system and how trails managed by both the US 
Forest Service and DNR connect across the boundary between Clark and Skamania 
Counties. This vision plan process seeks to provide guidance to future recreation that 
is comprehensive and holistic while respecting the management directives that each 
agency has in place already.
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Photo: Cheryl Hill

● 1986  Forest Travel Plan

● 1990  Scenic Special Interest Area Designation

● 1993  Silver Star Trail Project

● 2004  RAC Grant - Silver Star Scenic Area Motorized Use Barriers

● 2010  Western Yacolt Burn Recreation Plan

● 2022  Silver Star Vision Plan

● Gifford Pinchot National Forest Trail Sustainability 

RECENT POLICY AND PLANNING HISTORY

Past planning documents and policy decisions set the stage for the current situation 
at Silver Star. The last trails planning effort in the early 1990’s resulted in new trails 
including the iconic Ed’s Trail that is one part of a National Recreation Trail extending 
from Moulton Falls to the eastern terminus of of the Bluff Mountain Trail.

Washington Trails Association, the Chinook Trail Association, Forest Service and DNR 
partnered on a project to install signage and barriers to motorized incursions but 
without effective enforcement and maintenance much of that work has been undone. 
Over the past several years several new trails have been built on the DNR side 
guided by the 2010 recreation plan that was developed with trail user group input.

Looking to the future we hope that this vision plan is on part of the current planning 
process the Forest Service is undertaking to guide the evolution of their entire trail 
systems towards a more modern and sustainable network of trails.
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Ed’s Trail is well loved by hikers in particular who come for the wildflower displays that 
peak in early July. However, Forest Road 4109 has deteriorated badly making it 
difficulty to access unless you have  high clearance 4x4. 
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The Yacolt Burn fire from the early part of the 20th century cleared these ridges of 
their forests and have remained open to incredible scenic vistas. This provides a 
near-town alpine experience that is unique on the Forest making memories like this 
photo accessible to a wide range of people.
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As road conditions have deteriorated over the years those who steward the trails and 
provide education and enforcement face challenges to keeping the trail infrastructure 
up to standard. A lack of flat ground and reliable water sources also makes it 
challenging to stage a volunteer crew out on the landscape. 



What is a Vision Plan?

● A Collective Voice 
● Collaboratively Developed
● Details what the Collective would Like
● Acts as a Guide for further Planning & Management

○ Not a legally-binding document 

Vision plans are useful documents for setting the direction of further planning and 
management. They are not legally binding plans or have specific timelines but rather 
an expression of the collective voice of those organizations and agencies that develop 
the vision. Being less rigid than typical government planning frameworks allows state 
and federal agencies to engage as participants rather than drivers of the 
conversation.



Why do a Vision Plan for Silver Star?

● Multiple landowners (DNR & USFS)
● Allows for stakeholders to participate
● Gives USFS & DNR an opportunity to engage with stakeholders 

as a participant and not the driver of the process.
● Holistic look at the area - not just one entity.
● Is not as rigid as existing government planning frameworks

○ NEPA and other environmental compliance will still need to be performed 
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Increasing demand 
due to growing 
population. User 
groups interested 
in more trail 
opportunities

vandalism 

User Conflicts - 
haven’t 
experienced 
lately, but do hear 
of them 

I have heard of some 
conflicts between 
horse and bike riders 
but not too many. 
Which I'm glad about.

shooting
I have heard 
second-hand reports of 
user conflicts between 
hikers and unauthorized 
motorized users

Road maint. for 
safe access parking/staging areas - to 

increase access and reduce 
congestion - spread out 
staging areas to avoid 
congestion. Less pressure 
on any one parking area.

Participants were invited to share their Issues and Concerns captured here on digital 
“sticky notes”
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poor condition of Road 4109 is a 
barrier to native plant groups 
being able to conduct field trips 
at Silver Star; unauthorized 
motorized use is damaging trails 
and the landscape, including 
potential harm to rare plants in 
area

Impacts to rare 
plants that are likely 
state listed right on 
the trail (that used to 
be a road) and is 
being impacted by 
motorized incursion

Main route to silver star 
was an old road that was 
becoming a trail, but has 
now become a road 
again. Plans damaged, 
trees cut, tree planting 
was done to block down 
the road.

I have heard 
second-hand reports of 
user conflicts between 
hikers and unauthorized 
motorized users

Better road 
maintenance 
would let people 
access other less 
crowded areas 
like Mowich 
Butte, car got 
scratched when 
trying to access 
these lesser used 
areas

I am concerned about the 
rise of forest fires in a rapidly 
drying west. Not recreation 
particularly. Road 
maintenance can make fire 
management more difficult

Perception that 
some visitors 
don’t think land 
managers care 
and they can do 
what they want

See the remains 
of party bonfires, 
burned  pallets 
leave behind nails

Participants were invited to share their Issues and Concerns captured here on digital 
“sticky notes”
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Balance of use 
with other values 
such as aesthetic, 
biological

Lack of access for 
being able to do trail 
maintenance because 
of roads hard to get to 
TH and lack of reliable 
camping spots to spike 
a crew

Casual users don't 
understand whether they are 
on DNR or USFS and which 
passes are needed. DNR 
issues a fair amount of 
tickets at Grouse Vista for 
not having a Discover Pass. 
Unified messaging is needed

Signage is a challenge, 
Evergreen working on 
some signage for trails 
they use on the DNR 
side

Road signs are 
lacking and 
people have to be 
good navigating 
on their own

Most roads don't 
have numbers either 
on DNR or USFS so 
you have to be a 
good navigator

For me the biggest 
concern is getting 
unauthorized motorized 
use effectively stopped 
(again).

USFS shares many of 
the same concerns as 
the ones brought up 
here. Road damage on 
the 4109 road where 
people are cutting 
switchbacks. 

Participants were invited to share their Issues and Concerns captured here on digital 
“sticky notes”
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Trail quality varies, 
some improvements 
would be welcome. 
E.g. safety on Ed’s 
trail scramble and 
old roads to trails 
that are not pleasant

The Jones Creek area has 
expended some of the 
parking lot issues could 
increase and noticed getting 
more congestion. Some 
motorized users seeking out 
places that are rugged roads 
to explore

Enforcement is a major 
issue with user built 
motorized routes. Side by 
sides encroaching on 
motorcycle trails b/c side 
by sides have limited 
formal routes to choose 
from

Participants were invited to share their Issues and Concerns captured here on digital 
“sticky notes”
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Opportunity to engage 
increasing number of 
users to build volunteer 
stewards, maintenance, 
improvements, expanding 
the network.

Funding and collaboration 
between state and feds is an 
opportunity to form 
partnerships to do 
restoration of recreation 
impacted areas through the 
Good Neighbor Authority

Education history 
about the cultural 
history, yacolt 
burn other 
interpretation

Very rugged area for 
equestrians - trails are 
hard on horses feet and 
legs. Deterrent to many 
riders, but some will still 
seek those experiences 
on the higher ridges that 
are more challenging.

Opportunity for 
education, 
signage, what 
passes needed, 
rare plants to 
protect.

Difficulty of the road access 
hinders enforcement so 
signs and boulders will get 
ripped out again as has 
happened. Distance for the 
FS to get over there to do 
management work is 
challenging

Focus unmanaged 
recreation 
(user-created routes) 
where we can best 
handle it on existing 
trails (or new trails?) to 
protect other values

Have reached out 
to tribes through 
agency to agency 
channels to work 
with us on this 
vision plan.

Participants were invited to share their ideas about opportunities (green) and 
challenges (yellow) captured here on digital “sticky notes”



Overview

Why a Vision
Plan?

Issues 
and concerns

Opportunities
and challenges 

Next steps

Opportunity is 
getting the 
Chinook Trail 
extended east 
past Bluff 
Mountain

MSHNVM will 
resume 
management of the 
area and help with 
travel distance from 
USFS office to the 
Silver Star recreation 
infrastructure.

Opportunity to think about 
how an arrangement of 
parking/staging areas 
would forestall the need for 
parking permits (spread 
out congestions)

I'm not sure this is on topic but seems like a lot of 
concern is unauthorized use of trails. Years ago there 
was a program called Forest Watch (I think that was 
the name) but that program seems to have died away. 
The objective was to give a training to users on how 
to report issues like what others are saying is a 
concern to user groups (program still exists)

Opportunity to 
think about trail 
flow to minimize 
user encounters

Education around 
target shooting 
(trash no lands)

Informal booth path 
user routes that offer 
alternatives to the 
rugged section so 
mini-loops to provide 
alternatives

Opportunity to build 
better relationships 
between user groups 
and the agencies we 
work with 

Participants were invited to share their ideas about opportunities (green) and 
challenges (yellow) captured here on digital “sticky notes”
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Draft 
Recommendations

2019 20222020 2021

Steering 
Committee 

Forms

Survey

Develop Sideboards

Background Research

Final Vision

Stakeholder 
Feedback

Data Analysis

Stakeholder Outreach

Public Engagement

Trail Scouting

Stakeholder 
Meeting

Revisions

This timeline illustrates the planning process that started in late 2019 and next steps 
coming ahead leading to the goal of having a final plan by spring of 2022.



Update July 7, 2021

Information about the planning process as well as background information can be found at 

www.silverstarvisionplan.org. Those interested in providing input are  invited to do so using the 

online survey found at www.surveymonkey.com/r/72QQ6GP. Please respond by August 31st, 2021.

http://www.silverstarvisionplan.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/72QQ6GP

